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The development of discourse function in Japanese particles ‘wa’ and ‘ga’

Shunji-Tahara (Department of Educational Psychology, Faculty of Education,
University of Tokyo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113) and Takehiko Ito (Department of
Human Science, Faculty of Humanity, Wako University, Machida, Tokyo 194-01)

Japanese postpositional particles ‘wa’ and ‘ga’ have discourse function ; ‘wa’ conveys old informa-
tion and ‘ga’ marks new information. The purpose of this study was to examine experimentally
the development of differentiated use of ‘wa’ and ‘ga’ according to the discourse function. Ninety
subjects of 4,5,6,8,10,12,14 years old and adults made and told stories by looking at pictures
in an elicited production task. Subjects at the age of 4 and 5 used only ‘ga’ regardless of
context. From 6 to 12 year old subjects began to use ‘wa’ for the referent which appeared
in the previous context, but not constantly. Fourteen-year-old subjects and adults systematically
differentiated ‘wa’ and ‘ga’ according to the discourse function. ‘Wa’ and ‘ga’ appear in two-word
utterance stage, but our study suggests that the complete acquisition of these two particles is

very late.
Key words : language development, Japanese, discourse function, new information, old informa-

tion, particles, anaphoricity, elicited production.
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Table 1
BRBREHROEHO ~O BB KO FISED X

S 6 8 10 1258 14® B A

45% 0. 1750 1.5 3.2%% 1.5 2. 1** 5, 2%* 5 45%*
S5 — 1.4 3.1 1.4 2.0% 5 1* 5 35%*
65% — LT Q™S Q6% 3, 7% 3, 95%%
8k — L7 L.I%S 2,0%F 2, 25%*
1057% — 0.6™5. 3, 7¥* 3, 95%*
125% - 3. 1%* 3, 35%*
145 — 0, 25™5-

n.S. Tukey % « Fisher tx & i HF&ETHW

** Tukey p » Fisher 3% & 4 RAE (5<. 05)

e Tukey i TIZHXETH 51, Fisher vz f
BT,
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abcd 4 5 6 8 10 12 14 (i)
HAHFA 18 27 17 7 19 14 2
€] €Y}
FHH~ 0 1L 6 8 7T 10 2 11
€] €))
HHEAH 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 0
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(%) W @ €Y}
o f 12 2 2 3 0 1 1 1

& F 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 60
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> THREBELOMICRAVAEL, REBELLTDO
DERARNET LD TRV W32 E23EL bR
5.
F2.k, BECHTIHBREORKRE BEIC LB HH
THD. BhE - ATB—DBEETIZc K BEEN S EY
(BEBE) THHZ LIXT TR BN, »O SEE
BED 101 “HEOFRBAE” (AR, 1957) 2355, =
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BE, FRAVCHRhDETHELOTHS. FBLFERHE
BYRBEY L > THERY BB TIHE, COREDH
BRAVCHRD ZENEL LD ENTFHENE. 3T,
FRECHEREOMVATRBE X R L, 6—8 RET
HFBOBCHEERERL, WELLTEETH LR
BRI TH 7D LT, 10 BUETIE G0 RECHE
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DEFLT, “HH~H” Rx—viX, BEAL R bR
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¥FFELL ~ONBRAECEISHATHS. FF
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Fig.1 ofTix, 3HKBEDKHY - FOTFAE B 2,
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ot #-T, 3SMBDITAEDTAL 4BDTT
AEDOTAYAE - BT 5 8FERHT, 4KBEDR
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RRBICT oAt BAIERR T ho k" &5
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DOHRALLBTHA 5.
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3% (Fig. 1) DHTIE v F & —D BT
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WBELT, “HHH " 22— BEHCTHEZIA
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KEE3KBORY — FORCIL “HE” THh~Ld
i el B BOTELLE” EWHEREC IS F V-
Y2 YNASTWHDT, 3HEDORY — FOBYDE
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CHRIEHMLUTHE 3L, F-IBERO S L FH-FEHD
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MLUT “F-IBHER” Lz, BEIA VX ETR AL
CXoT, ZANBERLIGETHAEMVEEFEDOE
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Th, BLELHEFOERC, TRTOEMHNHEAZ
hTvigw S RETHEFRERC/IS. ARBRTO “
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