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AGENTIVITY AND ITS DEVELOPMENT OF THE KOREAN TOPIC MARKER AND THE
NOMINATIVE MARKER IN COMPREHENSION OF KOREAN SIMPLE SENTENCES
—A comparison with the Japanese topic marker WA and the nominative marker GA—

Shunji TAHARA Wonsook PARK AND Takehiko ITO

Korean is a language that have both postpositional particles of topic marker(-eun/
neun) and nominative marker(-i/ga). The purpose of this study was to examine the
acquisition of these particles in view of agentivity. We defined agentivity of a particle as
the probability in which a noun phrase with the particle is processed as the agent of
a sentence. Eighty Korean native speakers of 4, 5, 6, 8 10, 12, 14 years old and adults
were instructed to listen to simple noun-noun-verb sentences and to judge which noun
was the agent by acting out the sentences using miniature animals and objects. Stimulus
sentences consisted of 18 sentence types composed of particle (3) X word order (2) X
noun animacy (3) combinations. The results showed that the agentivity of the nominative
maker was higher than that of the topic marker in the adult’s responses and it was at
twelve years old when the level of agentivity came up to an adult’s level. This tendency
was quite similar to the way of the processing of Japanese particles: topic “~-wa” and
nominative “-ga”.

Key words: language development, Korean, sentence comprehension, grammar,

topic and subject.
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END X THEEFIRECEROERBITL A EREL
T ;w&v\i@ba FEEE OXHEER Y 25 LEVXD

%o FEMEX L : FEIE® 2 /KUEIZDWT PUMS 2 §E
?é&,N,mE%mxt&(s¢i,T¢y,STﬁ>f
7.9%, No IEEDOICHEI (¢ ST, ¢ TX, TSI €10.0
%THY, N BEBETHLBXBOFLFRET & v, Lk
L, ZOFEMMRTXTOBFEACERIZ W THTiILES
¥, BRoEE L oXREERE S OILRFTILERD
%o BhEl ORI X FEIE X Bk - BiEROREE X ENED 6 K
#ZOoWT PUMS 2EH 3% &, TABLE 5 DfT0%

TABLE 5 BHFEEOEICENIRBIT 3 ES%R
FEEAEAR PuMS) (%)

4 5 6 8 10 12 14 kKA F 5
ST -1 5 20 —5 10 —10 25 50 10.6
TSX 5 25 15 —25 —15 —30 —25 5 —5.6
ToxX 5 13 25 0 0 5 5 10 8.1
Sox 0O 5 20 0 0 0 110 5 5.0
¢TI 5 15 25 10 10 20 40 40 20.6
¢S 15 10 35 5 25 5 15 10 15.0
FEoB 3.3 12.523.3—2.5 5.0—1.6 11.7 20.0 9.0

T : —eun/neun S:-i/ga

FFIRT X 912, PUMS fEORLREVWLDTEL O
TXXD20.6%, 22\ T ¢ SHDI5.0%Th-lz, Lz
noT, BfFEoREAMAFOBRENIETEHT S
2, BEFEELTIHIRLALERIEFLTW RN L,

FF0 5 b BERICEKE T 508U 2 4512 04805
DI GSHESPTHD2XEITH S Z LR IND,
Sl X BhE O R X ZENE X 50 0 20 4 EROREER
(X TABLE 5 OFEBEIIBT 5248 Ho PUMS Iz &
S>TmREND, EFAIZAT PUMS 3z Eno
i, KFABOSTXORAL, UEEKFAEHOST
XTHDH, 4~105EEHT PUMS N 6 BB AW T

02123 < 6 XBRIMDER W OIZ LT, 125800 E
BRIz X 5 PUMS offoERnKEW, F77,
T STHEIZ BV TiL 8 ~1455 BT PUMS 2ADESY &
5, TihbbEAEYEAAPEEEZLELT L DBREN
HEWIFRL L o7,

Bhid - 3BIE - BRED 3 DDF MY OHE VLTl
ATFERITIS A E T RTUHEATIZ R ST L
LDTHH, THRIZHLT, TITRFRFFETERL
EELOCINHFEEHCT, TESOFLIZOVTH
, EBIE, BRO3IOOFES Y OFEABR (Bates et
al, 198) {IZFBH LT, »5FHN Y BHho 2 2OFHin
DEEATHEXRIZ SWT DA EY BT S, =3, BIE
DFERPVHIEIE CrHEoBH) L EROFLBNY EXE
LTWwWaoid TASITV | KR TApIsV r #Y|
(TABLE 1 OX#I7411) TH D, ZHHONHEI i3, B
FIDOFERN VIZESITIBGFEOfI W28 2 25 (N2 23
BIREh, FBEEEROFEIAVIZE ST TE 1 45
(ND) RBIREND, BEROFED VM0 2 5o F 23
D eI T Amid [ISAGV XA R TITAGV ¢
B (xB15L9) TH D, BEROFVRLVICEKSTIE
MCTHIHE2 LFALEIRT 24, o2 0DFRp Dy
FEOTEE 1 L ERBIRT 5. [[ERIC TTgASV B‘EEJ &
FIGATV A1) (@i18i12) X, FENEOFER» Y 1
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TABLE 6 FH»DOEES T3 R ColE—
FH1rYOEHE (%)

By ¥ X (-eun/neun) FH(-i/ga)
Ftb %ﬁ %H& ?Eﬂ{a ‘@JE_E] %% m::[g

w B 15 18 11 9 12

B
aat F5

488 20 5 75 45 0 40 100 85 93
5FE 10 15 75 25 15 65 100 105 103
6%EE 0 2 75 3% 20 30 100 8 93
8EE 10 0 80 45 0 50 9 95 93
10808 20 0 70 30 0 25 90 75 83
1288 55 5 25 95 0 0 8 95 9«
14888 50 5 10 8 10 0 65 95 80
K A 40 10 20 85 5 5 70 95 83
Fog 2% 8 54 58 6 27 8 91 89

i) B EBIE G245 1IZRSL LTS, TABLE
61, LLED6 XANZBOTHO 2 DOFERLD EXf5E
LTWAERMDIZONT, £408ELE LTORR
BERLEZLOTH D, Lizdi-T, RN EL170H08
EARLE—FL, filo 4 08T 100% » 5 IEELRE 5N
e s, TOASTXEIZIOWTEKERD L, &
L& AFER ENTZFAA DIXGEIE KICBF@ETHD, B
BROFEEDYOFRIIAEN -T2, —F, SOA-TZX
IZOWTL2Er A5 L, RbLE{{EHINZORBED
FoanD, WIZEETS® D, BEHROFLR» Y oFERITE
bl ot, TESERETSLE, SOASIDS
ABIFNC X 2 E{EFHMr & {, FEMEIZ X 2l is
WIZERBORTH D, FEHRETAHD L, FRH LS
LIZOoNTBHEOEN N VIZ X 2BETBIR ST 5
DIz LT, FEEOFER. D 0ERIIWP T2, %o
ERPDIE, WThoFER BT Lo, Lk
DFEFISEONHINTOFER LB LT 5,

x =

BEERACEBHT EELEROEH  TABLE 31(C
RT X 9D, EEHERAGEE 12 B 5T -eun/
neun (T) & F4&BIFA -i/ga (S) OEMEFMEIT, 134
IZSDHDOI (S 6L ¢ SHLDOFH:90.8%) L TDOHD
T(T ST L o THOFH :79.2%) 2 HEET S ESOHD
F, F-TESOMENAVWELENLLTOTLE SOF)
EEME (SOBEEMIISTLET SLOFHT?.8%, T
BhEEMII24.2%) THLSOFVREL L ->T 5, FEH
AR ERPFENPEM T LN ELTL, F21X
PICHEBIFENHET 2 L), ERBFAEOBETENT
HAYRoETR IV ENZEBHLLTH D, HIZ, F
FEBFOADL THREEDFOBEEELE N Z &0 b,

F OB R OHSE H3E

FHEER (/ga) OEVWEITRERIZS 2 24FA)H
EfET L LTRSS TWERS I, EEED
-eun/neun HEEERROFBHRIFETH D K, 1983), X
HHNIIE R E ROy EBER A T3y, L,
EEOZSHER CTRIBBFLOMEEIZH D LAFMT
FHELEIRDZ ENENT LS, -eun/ neun HICEE
e b, SEERRBRIZESWIERNY - LEY
EEL LTS FRBEZ T L MR END 105 H
BILORERL LT, -eun/neun OEETMNE { &
SRt ERERS, -i/ga BEBORBFEATHHD
T, AERTHOVZX 2 A MEFE CREEEER =
ST DIAYRTH 5, -eun/neun LY -i/ga OBHEE
RGP o7 T LIXEEARAGEE S WE OBREL 03
LTWaBZEERLTWS,

TEBFEEIEMPAOBMEEHOREF FIc. 1 £/
T, VWb ATEEE (N AL O (S 6%, T ¢
%, ST TIRIXAEWTFRL 4EETRA O FEER
DOKE (BH\VITFRYLE) IZZELTWS iz LT, i
FENE (N: 2EZE) OLA (6 S, ¢ TX, TSI TiE3
RN F L RADEBEROKHEILET 5 D125
Th oo TOZ XL, AETH HFEROER, /i
bOLBFEONEOERBHEFOXERIZ L > TIbD
TEEAEEE 5L, TORBIIRIEITRSILE
RLTWS, Slobin & Bever (1982) 11, & L&)
FOEBIZER AT GBHERYENERIE canonical sentence
schema) #EHT 2L L TW3, BEFEOMEBIGECIZE
WT, ZHuE TEhFE+eERE+8hEl v 9 EEEIC
HYT 5, BEZROBFEOSHEEH I, BEIrEE
ERFEE LTI AR ERMIZZVWEEX
f‘o:h,é (,_:\Lénﬁi’gﬁ%Oo D& D R REREERALISL

BT LEOBARIZ Lot > TEMER o
bf%éij IRHORIELBETH D, B TIEED
F -eun/neun & G -i/ga OEEORERITEW L
Wx b, Hakuta (1982) ¥, BEBOREEY - TEIXD
BRI BOTHEE (v, 7, =) LEEOCRIZHAEIER
Y, N+ "2 —BLTENFE A L T8 M2 & 5
(3%@ Whs) ZEEREHLTVWS, K ToEE

BB TL Nivifga #—E LT %ﬁic&&b
THY, Hakuta (1982) OMWF L EFEOEVEF L - 4L
BB R G,

S, FEEE FRFEE TS L, BUIEH
HEWIFENE (0 T L ¢ ST THoTh, EDFREHT
POWTL ERFEOEMEE o R TEFEOBESE
XD (11.7~35.0%) @V. iIZ10E £ Ci3BhiaERIz B
2O EORKE VI LERIIBRN, ¢ T
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O0S LOHEIIEW TR TTIZ 4B RIZBVTLITRE
e EEBACEBELMEERIL TS, Thbb, X
ST CHLERBFAOSPTEFEI D bEET L L
TEBREIASLTWEW S HANT 4 B~KAET—ELT
Rotlc, TOENRTREEEGRL FREIFAOEFEE
DIFZHET BIRZAE (sensitivity) 1, T TIZ 4R THE
BERTVBLEVAL Y, 2B~KFEHIZOVWTWZ
i3, FIG. 1 ® SOEFEE L WEEOEEIZ X 52 i /)
SV (8.3~15.0%) DT LT, TOETHOFE (31.6~
35.0%) L R&EV . ZRIEXEEROBEBEFEIZIBNT,
BN SCOENES: DPEIC S BRI AR I 2 o oiz
LT, TORGIZIIMOBERIZE LTRSS L
MNP LETHEEELLNRD,

BHEABEEERFRE  LFOFEROFESLVIZL S8
BB % Hayashibe (1975) IZ {8V ERR TR & &1,
IR ESW T A AR EBEE L T 5 R EEEIES
B &, F7z, BhENCE S {BHMELBRIRE BIFALRE L5,
FTTIZH 7z & 51, BiEASKROFERBZ VO 12EL
BETH B0t LT, BRSO AZHASRD
DIRI0EE COERERETH D, T DI0EELHI T,
TABLE 6iZ %L bitiz Xk 51z, FEESFREEH SRS,
BiEb A oFiRE R5 L, BEEREEEREENIZE
BRFBERWDZ il BEFESAVWGNRD,
BEFEOFERPVIZESW AR TERVWESE, &£
Yz T 25 AR T2 L0 50Tk, FBIESE
LSV =B LR b 50TV LtEZLHN
%, F#i¥, TABLE 6IZAZA bz X 5 12, ENRAEEO
FRP 2T T L, Bl Emas LR sioh
THIMT 5 01Z6 LT, FBIESREIIBIG I & FeR 5 &
HIZLUTHHRE L iz L, F7z, Dl (& 41008
T ESRHEI R LCEEAEOEEREN D TH
5, EBIZ, TOA>TWABLDFNRSDA->TNEX
XV LEBIEFEOERLRBNZ L, ToOFEIZIZE
ZXAEBMETBIROFZNP VBB oz Z D
REiZEEZ2 N5,

H BESHECETITHELIFOSZHOLE :

(W AC BT 5 8L TR OER 515 (2, o
(in press), {FiE - HJE (1986) i, A& N ARLEERRE
ZBWT, #1iz, 1P EphaEsosaisfvsh
7o FEBIF A O APV SR TORZ OB{FEER
P, ~EFRBEHFHHLTOHTOEELHEL Y LEW,
B2, 1P AERRIREMTH b b0l
ATh, Ef-@mBFEBAHAL T ARTOHAETL, Ho
BEZER~0ZFR IV LEY, LALE3IE, 13X+
KADHLPFCERTNTTIEAOBETEAE N L

WH 3 EEBLMC Uiz, ZofdEENT, BEARARSE
EFIZ B A FEBE -eun/neun, FEKBHE -i/ga @
it E—FHLTw5a, B - BEEEICENT, BE
EON - BEFBO -i/ga TTIROBBFETHLIOIZH
LT, -~ -eun/neun (IEEMRETR TS LR s v
FERTOHFATH D LV O Eodtatt e oo R
oY, FEEIROBEROFECHT LWV EEEEH
DETH, B - BORARFEEEIREOMEO 2T OFE
MEHF-TWHLEWH LN TED, 2O LI, WF
BOXHEL - EEEN oL@ B AR LTV 5,
BEOF LTI, -eun/neun B, -i/ga X
REIFEILE LT3, H - EWEE0BHELAIRE T
5L, FHapTTIcHCVZE 5, -eun/ neun ¥ FE,
Cifga A EHRETANEOFAENTHSH, HEED
EXHEHETS, ~EHAETBENIDOENRFRT
DEFELEDIZEZDZOTIENL, TEDO, THEOL &
WHRMEh-HEZ AW TEHRLTHXZETHA
9o

(2 Es A L TR FACEELEORIE BAFERE
EEIZH L TR L F—FEBRHETEREIT> T
5 - FHE (1986) 12 I hiE, Wb AIEEE N AE
%) OB (593L, 9L H3D THARTRKAD
BHETHEDKYE (Ba L irehbE) IZELTWDDII%

T, HEEHE (Ne 23E%) O3 (9 53,6 30, ~730
TARALFEICANEIZ 2 2 DIF10~12BETH o7z AW
FIZBWTC, FEFENEFEHSIEREOCETIL 4RE
TRAOKEIZZEL T 205 LT, HEEOIAIT
WBI2EBETH o7, LD ->T, B -BEBEEHECIBWT
BEHOE B> TIZFRII X AEETOERNTES
I oz sEMiizERMTH Y, MEREL LEED
L ERBFEOESRIIRD TRBVWEWH T ENTEL D,
TIZiZh, B-BlmEETHBYLsRLND,

A -BESHEIBWTIETHLIHROBEALENSE
OERL LT, WEEL b, FHLEIROEREI L
BEr el -TnwaZinEanohd, Ti2bb, =
HoOMGFNIEB RESRT 2150 Tin 4, A (K%, 19
73), |ATEH (RE - EE, 1985) K5 X oEER preE s,
TR OBIFIIREIZH L TR LV ORERE ST 5
2, #5E () (Kuno, 1973), HifEHR (W -
PEE, 1983) R EDOBELPIERFE -T2, L7225 o7T,
FRE - TROEROEBER EBES 1 LS LTY
BWIDITEEREND L EZ NS, BEOEBNDE
2OBEKELT, B -@BESELbTEE TR OERN
HBAIHETHDEWHIZERBITbhX 5, Thbb,
BTk LTV Ry E v 52 (obligatory
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marker) TV 201, BETZHER EOBE, THM
FHp Y & UTHRAOE S ICRIT, B%RSEEZ O
DFD3 D BEFIFIE &AL (Hayashibe, 1975 ; 257, 1980),
E%@%%ﬁ&hé@ﬁk%zanéo

(3IBhEA S, EvkHRE, FENESLME RRA T, BEA
2RV T ERICE S {BFEABAE LM, KiZH
WORTEIESESTH D, AN EHhEEY L o)
LAOERIZ L DB BT RE LT ofc. (FEE - HE
(1986) 1Z X 4T, AEBIZIBOTIHEHBEAOES, BiE:R
X DUIEAR SR L, BRIk, &
NEEBED R LEIN o7z, B - BESHEIZPVT, BiEs
%ﬁ%%ﬁQ&ﬁKﬁ%%“@ﬂé%#fwm &R

EIEFHEBEAEEBRTH Y, BYFEPRBROREIZE
Eﬁ&ﬂ*ﬁ@*wg%waiﬁﬁﬁgc L5340 TH

59, ZOBRTIIHEEBORE OBEXMBoERITH
FIZRTOWD 2 025, LaL, BiEE v S el ER
22D EEHLTORVERIZBWT, BEETIE, 5%
OERIDLBEZE IO LT, HEBECILEEE

DOBEHRIZES, COXIREE R REEINIOH
i3, SBOFEHTH S,

APFEORERDT, B - HNFFHISEHEEN LTS
TR, EEEHIBLTLLEERS B L i T
BT 5L0TH5, BEARAGEEHFIZBTL, £
B L o IO EHEE OBROER N BAR AR N EFE
RGBT - Th ot BEMNIZAHD YL, TH
BhaA & R B & BRI A S T EE T BIR D FER A
DELTELLEBETEIFMIIZETH) BEED
FNEHOBEORILELTEL, WEELYL, TEE
AL FRBFAOCHEOEWRTOBENEBW L WS T AT
éhko%ﬁwimﬂvm bkt &, HEERT

HEEIDLEREFELD ELCHW-DIZX LT,
BEFATIIERI Y LEEOEENKRED »72, Ei7,
A -BASEOXEEE - B2 EBHAILBNT, I3

DS THRAESFEEFR LW IWMEBEES Z L 0FD
AR R E R
51 B X Bk

Bates, E., MacWhinney, B., Caselli, C., Devescovi,
A., Natale, F.,, & Venza, V. 1984 A cross-
linguistic study of the development of sentence
interpretation strategies. Child Development,
55, 341-354.

Hakuta, K.

word order in the comprehension and produc-

1982 Interaction between particles and

tion of simple sentences in Japanese children.

Developmental Psychology, 18, 62-76.

EHET 1979 FELIZBUSE X7 9 oEHF o
By EEOBFPIZE 27, 160-168.

Hayashibe, H. 1975 Word order and particles: a
developmental study in Japanese. Descriptive
and Applied Linguistics, (ICU), 8, 1-18.

HEBERE 1983 Xz BT 5 —AFEROAHNZEE T2

FERIVIE OB, 54, 135-138.
gti8s (Hong, Sa-man) 1983 [EHiE&EuAR ¥
ot (BEEE

GHERRE 1982 HAFE® N3 & 153 OBhfEF
BN, “S@ME, 72 ) h NBEBEEF
HEOHE HEAEBOHFSFEUARKRESREHERXL
#, 24-25.

Ito, T. in press. Universal and particular in sen-
tence processing strategies in monlinguals, bil-
inguals, and second language learners: a cross-
linguistic study of Japanese and English, To
be published in E. Bates and B. MacWhinney
(Eds.), Crossui-lingstic studies of language pro-
cessing. Cambridge University Press.

PERE - BRET 1986 LA oBETMO%HE
ANUF.Coo MURT - Bildm =GR 2 Lo Z
P, 87-106. IALFFARHIAR

FAALAEREFR 1980 HAFBRIZBIT 23EE- KA 57
U—iZon T DHEEENIRE, 51, 233-240.

EALGEER 1986 fEAZE - MANZE - BEEPRQ)
PG L EE BABE LHEFLEREIRS TR

FEmUEE, 102-103.

TEE—E 1978 BIEAW LDV T oRE  EHARK
FEEOBFREER I CGRATD

AEFEE 1973 HAAXEMIR KEFEES

Kuno, S. 1973 The Structure of the Japanese
language. Cambridge MA : The MIT Press.

Li, C.N., & Thompson, S.A. 1976 Subject and
topic: a new typology of language. In C. N.
Li (Ed.) Subject and topic. Academic Press.

Miyazaki, M. 1979 The Acquisition of the par-
ticles wa and ga in Japanese: a comparative
study of L1 acquisition and L2 acquisition. Un-
published Master’s thesis. University of Sothern
California. (Unpublished)

Slobin, D., & Bever, T. 1982 Children use cano-
nical sentence schemas: A crosslinguistic study

of word order and inflections. Cognition. 12,
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A - b - Pk BEEEERCRT 2 EEG L ERGFEOBIFEN L TORE

229-265,
A 1978 x¥E 1 BhFAOERIE 1 [HEERFEE
FLAFE
HFER] - FEERE 1985 Biil & YV OBGEREDR

LEFERIZE, 56, 208-214.
fF i
ABIgE D —EiE, H =8 O EII6 1S SR E BT
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7 (EARENZE) OBBicESWIBIhbhi,
AEBOFTICHILY, ZERIZBALTT I 2EBIIF
MR BOHE, ¥ U VIKEERFR, EHRKFEM
B Mgk ERERZEORRED £ &
HWRE RS EFFEFCIOIVBHHULES, £/ @Y
TERIZ 72 ) R KEEHIEBROHB T2 Wit & ¥
L7,

(19864F11 A 16 H 22 55)
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