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SITUATION 4: Appartment-hunting Near Shinjuku

Hassan is from Bangladesh. He works for an engineering company in
Shinjuku. He and his wife, Chieko, have two children. They are hunting for
a modest appartment in the Shinjuku area. But some landlords refuse to
rent to foreigners, and Hassan is having difficulty finding a suitable place. .

MODEL DIALOGUE

Place: A real-estate office in Sangubashi
Characters : Hassan
Tanaka ( realtor )

Tanaka: Hello, what can I do for you?

Hassan: Hi, I'm looking for an inexpensive appartment near Shinjuku. I
have a wife and a one-year-old daughter. Is there anything
available for a family of three?

Tanaka: Well, there are no appartments that size in Sangubashi. But I do
have a two-room condo with a small dining room and kitchen. It
has an air conditioner, and there’s lots of sunlight. There’s also
parking space.

Hassan: That sounds great! How much is the rent?
Tanaka: The rent is ¥100,000 per month.

Haésan: That'’s a little expensive, but I'd like to look at it.
Tanaka: Hmm. What kind of work do you do?

Hassgan: I'm an engineer.

Tanaka: Hmm. Since you're a foreigner, you'll need a Japanese guarantor.
You'll also have to pay extra key money.

Hassan: That’s no problem. My wife is Japanese. She'll be the guarantor.
And don’t worry, I can afford the extra key money.

Tanaka: I see. By the way, what country are you from?
Hassan: Bangladesh.

"Tanaka: Bangladesh? Sorry, but the landlord doesn’t like Southeast Asians.
I'm afraid you’ll have to look elsewhere.

Hassan: What? Why, that’s outrageous! In my country, no one
discriminates against Japanese. You should be ashamed!
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