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A Survey of International Students’ Dropout Problems in Japan
Takehiko ITO (Wako University) Takayo INOUE (Meiji Gakuin University)

The purpose of this study was to investigate how international students in Japanese higher education drop
out from universities. A questionnaire on the dropout of international students was mailed to 411 institu-
tions. Three hundred eighty cases of undergraduate and graduate students from 115 institutions were
analysed. While undergraduate level dropouts are mostly due to economic or maladaptive reasons, many of
the graduate students’ dropout cases can be explained by structural deficits of Japanese graduate school
system. Several recommendations for dropout prevention of the international students by the helping service
were proposed.
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